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scraping with scalpel a little thin fluid was obtained, visnid in character, 
and coagnlable on the addition of acetic acid. Medulla apparently nor¬ 
mal; the anterior pyramids, however, at entrance of pons seemed abnor¬ 
mally elevated, with the point of entrance also deeper than is normal. 
The fibres of anterior pyramids easily traced through pons, section being 
made longitudinally on the left side. The usual gray matter was not 
made out, the whole substance being taken up by the above-described 
grayish-white gelatinous material. On transverse section transverse fibres 
not readily discernible. Size of the pons two inches long, two inches and 
a half wide, one and a half in thickness. A section under the microscope 
showed a great number of small round cells, occasionally polygonal in 
shape, with granular matter between. The neuroglia was increased, while 
the nerve-cells, though perfect in form and appearance, were sparsely 
scattered over the specimen. Dr. Bull very kindly examined the optic 
nerve and chiasm, which furnished an excellent example of neuritis with 
hyperplasia of connective tissue and cells, and, in places, a consecutive 
atrophy of the nerve-tissue. The neuroglia was thickened and hypertro¬ 
phied, but the most marked appearance was the enormous number of the 
exudation-cells of inflammation, round and fusiform, scattered all through 
the nerve and the chiasm. The outer sheath of the nerve was not much 
thickened, but the inner was markedly so. There was no deposit of pig¬ 
ment, though the bloodvessels were increased in size and number. 
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Art. XYII. — Chloroform used to Facilitate Robbery. By W. H. 

DeWitt, M.D., Assistant Physician to Longview Asylum, Ohio; late 

Resident Physician to the Cincinnati Hospital. 

Attention for some time has been directed to various statements of 
opinions regarding the administration of chloroform for the purpose of 
robbery. Sceptical myself upon the success of its influence, this subject 
has been one of some interest; and as the question yet remains sub judice, 
the following instance of its use may be of interest to the profession. In 
order to present the facts the more clearly it will be necessary to enter into 
detail. A family composed of seven persons (with all of whom I am per¬ 
sonally acquainted) retired, as usual, one night in October. The family 
usually arose about six iu the morning, but on this occasion all slept until 
a late hour, when one of them was awakened by the sun shining in through 
the shutters. Her first impression was the presence of some disagreeable 
odour in the room, and this impression becoming stronger on arising, she 
exclaimed, “Some one has had chloroform in this room!” Her husband 
languidly responded, “ You know there is none in the house.” Her im¬ 
pression was soon confirmed; for, upon opening the door to the adjoining 
room, she saw the remains of a lunch taken from the pantry, and left by 
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the night’s guests. All was dire confusion, clothes from the rooms above 
being found in all directions. 

Unable to arouse the family above by their calls, they proceeded to them. 
On arising, the beds in three separate rooms were found to contain balls of 
cotton, on which the fumes and recent presence of chloroform was evident 
to all. One room was occupied by two young men of about twenty-one 
and twenty-four years, another by the domestic, a healthy German girl, 
and the third by the two daughters (young ladies). These rooms were 
separated by a hall. The beds of the young ladies and domestic were so 
closely approached that drops of tallow from a lighted candle were found 
on them. The entire house had been visited. The main house was access¬ 
ible on entry, but the wing proved a barrier, surmounted by cutting the 
shutters (outside) introducing the hand to raise the lock, then entering. 
That a complete investigation of drawers, closets, etc., had been made was 
evident from all their available contents having been appropriated. Nor 
did the robbers seem to have feared detection in their visit. Entering, as 
they did, through the cellar, traversing up the cellar steps to the kitchen, 
thence up a back stairs and hall uncarpeted, visiting the two sleeping rooms 
on this hall, up two steps into the front part of the house, some noise must 
have resulted. Now in consideration of the fact that some members of 
this family were light sleepers (always before aroused by the slightest noise), 
the successful use in this case is not only possible but highly probable. 

That chloroform was used admits of no doubt, as all the balls bore its 
fumes. The question arising is, Was the sleep produced by the chloro¬ 
form or merely natural? As they had never all, or any one, slept so late, 
does it not seem probable that the sleep was prolonged by this agent? 
The burden of evidence rests with the opinion of its success; and this evi¬ 
dence is strengthened and confirmed by the feelings of three of the family 
for some time after arising. Their feelings, as they themselves described 
them, were those we often meet with arising from chloroform inhalation 
None of these three persons had used it or seen it administered, and the 
sick sensation and headache were unusual with them. From minor facts, 
uninteresting in this article, it is evident the robbery occurred early in the 
morning. 

Much of my former scepticism has vanished since investigating this case 
in all its minutiae. Taking all the facts into consideration, one is very 
strongly impressed with the belief that the members of this family were 
stupefied and rendered partially unconscious by the inhalation of chlore- 
form placed in their room. 
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